SEVEN CENTURIES OF WESTCOTTS

by Roscoe L. Whitman, Registrar
Read at the 1st Chicagoland Chapter Meeting in the Fraternity Room
of the Great Northern Hotel, October 7, 1939

It seems fitting that gatherings like this of the descendants of Stukely Westcott should be
held from time to time, not alone to pay him homage but in a broader sense, to give evidence of our
appreciation of the rich heritage he bequeathed to us.

Three centuries and twenty years ago last Thursday, October 5th, Stukely Westcott was
married, so this evening your gathering might be regarded as a celebration of his wedding
anniversary. Three centuries and four years ago last June 24th, he landed in the New World for the
first time, from a small sailing vessel anchored in Plymouth Bay off the shores of Hingham,
Massachusetts. Therefore, we may accept June 24, 1635, as the natal day of our family in America. It
is for his posterity to make proper observance of the day if the hallowed traditions and sturdy
principles of the family are to be perpetuated.

We are well aware that practically all matters of historical interest relating to the Westcott
family during the past seven centuries of its known existence, have been repeatedly rehearsed since
our Society was founded, but to you, my kinfolk in Chicago, referring to it at this time in a general
way may be of some interest.

The beginning of the family is lost in the dim and mystical light of ages long past, and its
story is handed down to us only by fragments of records compiled and preserved in the long ago by
the ancient antiquarians and historians.

During the middle ages cathedrals and churches of magnificent proportions and designs were
erected by the early worshippers, and those that remain today are unsurpassed in workmanship and
beauty. One of these ancient buildings is St. Peter's Cathedral at Exeter Devonshire, England, a
handsome building of cruciform shape, begun about the year 1100. Its entire length is over 400 feet
and has two Norman towers over 160 feet in height. Exeter is of unknown antiquity.

It was the capital of Wessex or the West Saxons and the home of its kings - centuries old
when besieged and taken by William the Conqueror. The derivation of the family surname is
supposed to come from this ancient Saxon kingdom. Wes as in Wessex and cote, meaning a field,
enclosure or residence. The name was originally spelled W e s ¢ o t ¢; then, the final “¢” was dropped,

later a final “¢” added, while others, as did the emigrant to America, spelled the name as a majority
do today-Westcott

In Exeter, sixty-four years after the cathedral was begun and still unfinished, or in the year
1164, Furbert de Wescote was born. He died in 1225. Little more has been learned of him. He gave
to the cathedral a son and a grandson in our line who reigned as Canons of the church from the year
1216 to 1507, ninety-one years. The sons were John de Wescote and John, Jr. The older John was
Canon from the year 1216 dill his death in 1272. He was succeeded by his son and namesake who
continued to for thirty-five years until 1507, the year of his death. John, Jr. was succeeded by his son
and namesake; but John III was not of our line.
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Though we may know nothing of the family previous to this nearly a century-long period of
service in the church, we may be content in dating the origin of the family from these great disciples
of God and benefactors of humanity.

The second Canon John de Wescote was married in Exeter to Frances St. Leger, daughter of
Sir John de St. Leger whose ancient and distinguished family is traced back to Lode or Leger, the
Bishop of Autun, France, in the year 678, who endured prolonged torture and was put to death. The
church honored him as a saint - thus the family name became St. Leger.

John and Frances St. Leger Wescote had at least three sons: John, St. Leger and Thomas. Our
line is from the second son, St. Leger, who evidently was given for his Christian name, the family
surname of his mother. The mother inherited from her father, Sir John de St. Leger, his vast estate, a
large part of which including the manor, she bequeathed to her son St. Leger. Soon after St. Leger’s
marriage in 1500, it became known as “Wescote,” as maps of Devonshire show it today. The "Manor
of Wescote” remained in the Westcott name for about two centuries, from about the year 1500 to
about 1500.

The wife of St. Leger de Wescote was a daughter of a line descending through the old, titled
families of Wadham and Cantelup. Their son, William, was of the "Manor of Wescote” and
flourished in 1345; their grandson was Guy de Wescote, also of the Wescote manor. In the large
family of Guy de Wescote were sons Thomas and William, both being of our ancestry. Thomas
remained at the "Manor of Wescote” and William removed to Porlock in Somersetshire.

Thomas about the year 1400 (some say about 1420) married Elizabeth de Littleton, and b
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pre-nuptial agreement, their first son was baptized in the mother’s surname and became Sir Thomas

de Littleton. The second son was Guido de Wescote, our ancestor; the third and fourth sons were

Edmund and Nicholas.

Guido de Wescote continued to live in the "Manor of Wescote” while his father went to
Frankly in Worcestershire to live on the estate there of his wife. The wife of Guido was Alice

Granville, whose ancestry is traced to a cousin of the Conqueror and to Charlemagne.

The coat of arms assumed by our Society was granted to Guido de Wescote in 1450. A
heraldic interpretation of the arms indicates that Guido was either a knight or baron. It bears out the
ancient records of his forebears being of royal blood. He was a Battle Knight and of the King's
bodyguard.

To Guido and his wife Alice was born a son Thomas. This son sold the "Manor of Wescote”
in Devon to Sir Hugh Stucley about the year 1500, married his second cousin, Mary Wescott, and
settled in her native parish of Porlock in the shire of Somerset. Thus, at the close of about two
centuries, the ancestral family line is found removing from its native Devonshire and settling in the
adjoining shire of Somerset, from whence Stukely Westcott came to America a little more than a

century later.

Mary Wescott (spelled as some do today without the middle “t”) was the daughter of another
Thomas Wescott and granddaughter of William de Wescote, son of Guy and brother of the Thomas
who married Elizabeth Littleton. As already stated, this William left the "Manor of Wescote” settled
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in Somerset and the records indicate that he was first to change the spelling of the surname. Thomas
and Mary Wescott had a son, also named Thomas, who married secondly, Alice Walker, and to them
were born Philip and Edward.

This Edward is found in Porlock, Somerset, and also, at one time, in Devonshire, where
about 1550 he was a party to a deed to Christopher and Mary Stucley. (It might be explained here
that the Stuckley family surname was spelled Stucley.) The wife of this Edward Wescott was Damaris
Stucley, daughter of Christopher and Mary.

Here, unhappily, a link in the genealogical chain is lost. It is believed probable that Edward
and Damaris Stucley Wescott were the grandparents of the emigrant founder of the family in
America. This belief is based on the old family tradition that either the mother or the grandmother
of Stukely Westcott was a Denaris Stucley; his unusual Christian name and the naming of his first
child, Damaris, seems to bear out this old tradition.

It is unfortunate that thus far, no record has been found of the children of Edward and
Damaris Stucley Wescott, nor of the parents of Stukely Westcott, and so, until further records are
available, it cannot be stated with certainty who his parents were. That he descended in this line in
Somerset there seems to be no doubt. At the time of his marriage, he was recorded in the parish
register at Yeovil, Somerset, as being "of Ilminster," where the parish register was destroyed by war in
1660; hence, leaving no trace of him there.

- Of the ancestors of Stukely Westcott we may be sure that for four centuries at least, they
were of the old nobility, prominently intermarried with some of the most distinguished families of
the realm - stout of heart, sturdy, God-fearing people.

According to his own disposition made in Providence, Westcott was born in the year 1592.
From the parish register at Yeovil, England, it is learned that he was married there in St. John’s
church, October 5, 1619, to Juliana Marchante, daughter of John, a seafaring man. The old register
also records the birth of their two oldest children, Damaris and Samuel. They sailed from
Dartmouth, England, May 1, 1635, and landed at Hingham, Massachusetts, June 24 following. He
was soon in Salem, Massachusetts, with his wife and six children: Damaris, Samuel, Robert, Amos,
Mercy and Jeremiah. Banished from Salem in March 1638 for voicing the opinions of Roger
Williams, he immediately joined Williams at Providence. There in October 1638 Williams named
Westcott first on his list of “loving neighbors and friends" whom he received into equal
“proprietorship” of the Providence Plantations. Westcott, in the same year, was co-founder of the first
Baptist church organized in America. He was many times elected to positions of public trust, and
following the burning of his home in Warwick, Rhode Island, in December 1676, died at the home
of his grandson, Caleb Arnold, in Portsmouth, Rhode Island, January 12, 1677. All his children,

except Samuel, married and there is a large posterity of each of them.
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Religious, and not worldly considerations, undoubtedly led Stukely Westcott to leave
England and come to America. From his known religious views, he must have been a non-
conformist of Separatist in England. Arriving in Salem, his zeal gathered new strength, for he
declared he wished the churches to be true churches and to hold no communion with the Church of
England. However, Westcott soon found in Salem, as Judge Bullock states in his history of 1886,
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"that he had fled from the ‘lord bishops™ in England only to fall into the hands of the ‘lords brethren’
in the Massachusetts Bay colony." It was not enough that he had left the home of his youth and the
graves of his ancestors - it remained for him to suffer the degradation of imprisonment or to pass
beyond the jurisdiction of the courts of both the Massachusetts and Plymouth patents.

He was no dissembler, no man who to gain his peace would affect opinions he did not
entertain - that he had deep convictions of duty, and a determined will to go where and do what
duty demanded at any sacrifice, there cannot be any doubt. His following of Roger Williams from
Salem to Providence, and with him and eleven others, laboring to organize a form of government
whose earliest legislation declared that no man should be beholden to answer before the civil law for
his religious opinions, shows that the same freedom of conscience he claimed for himself he was
willing others should have to enjoy.

That he was a man of good character and of upright life is apparent from the old records. He
was a freeman of the colony of Massachusetts Bay at a time when none were received as such but
members of the church. In 1647 he removed from Providence to Warwick, where he with five others,
at once united in forming a church, whose simple and yet comprehensive creed was "to support in

faith and practice the principles of Christ’s doctrine.”

That he was a leader and esteemed a man of sound judgment and worthy of the confidence
of his fellow men is evinced by his having been eight times chosen a member of the Rhode Island
Colonial assembly and twice elected as one of the General Assistants to the Governor. He only
retired from public life when he had attained four-score years.

It is recorded that he owned upward of 20,000 acres of land — some of this land was in
Pawtucket {maybe Pawtuxet} and in Portsmouth, but the great bulk of it was in Warwick and what is
now Coventry. In connection with the land he owned in Portsmouth is the record that "John Cooke
was granted liberty to a highway between lands of his Uncle Stukely Westcott and his own.” This
John Cooke was the second son of Westcott’s sister Rebecca and her husband, the first Thomas
Cooke. They were married in England about 1626, and arrived in Boston about 1655, some two
years before the arrival of Westcott. Rebecca and her husband were in Portsmouth 1641. And so, it
was a woman - Rebecca Westcott Cooke - who was first to bring the Westcott blood to America.

As a planter and colonizer, as a man and a leader, Stukely Westcott will stand always
preeminently among the builders of America.

Two and a half centuries have passed since he, closing a full, eventful, courageous life, passed
away and was brought across the bay by his two remaining sons, Amos and Jeremiah, and laid to rest
by the body of his devoted wife, Juliana, the mother of his children, in the little burial ground close
to his home in Warwick which he had laid out by order of the town council. Five of their children
lived to maturity, married and gave them 39 grandchildren, who, in turn, gave them at least 173
great grandchildren. Robert, the oldest son, after the death of Samuel in Salem, was killed in the
swamp fight with the Indians in 1676.

Near that hallowed burial ground and on a corner of the six-acre “house-lot” of Stukely
Westcott in Old Warwick stands a memorial to him which should always remain dear to the hearts
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of all his living descendants. It was placed there by the members of The Society of Stukely Westcott
Descendants in June 1955 during the tercentenary celebration of his coming to America. May it ever
remain a symbol of love in which he is held by his posterity!

The history of the growth and spread of his descendants down through the generations is
contemporaneous with the colonial oxcart and covered-wagon days and the pushing on westward for
a half century following the close of the Revolutionary War. It is an unbounded story, told in much
detail, in the two books of Westcott history and genealogy.

Thus, briefly as possible, have I endeavored to present an outline of our family history from
its known beginning. The love of God, the cultivation of the moral and social virtues, seem, after my
ten years passed in tracing and studying the history of the family, to have been the inherent
principles of Westcotts of whatever generation they may have lived. There have been ministers of
great ability, judges of great learning, those who have eminently practiced the healing art, lawyers,
merchants, industrialists and mechanics, soldiers and sailors, and a great army that followed
husbandry as did their earliest American forebears. And so:

What is our duty here? To tend
From good to better - thence to best;
Grateful to drink life’s cup, then bend
Unmurmuring to our bed of rest;
To pluck the flowers that round us blow,

Scattering our fragrance 4s we go.

Members of our Society, now about to close its sixth year, have been visited twenty-one times
by the Grim Messenger. They left us to carry on their good works - so shall we in due time give place
to others, "as God with our fathers, and has been with us,” so may He be with them. May we, like
our distinguished ancestor, have faith in the Supreme Being, hope for immortality, and like him,
may our charity in good words and works extend to all mankind so long as time shall last.

October 7, 1939

This talk was scanned from a copy of a typewritten script in the Westcott Society archive. The text was
lightly edited for missing words and scanner errors and then reformatted for better readability. — David
Wescott Smith, February 17, 2025




