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THE WESTCOTT FAMILY QUARTERLY 

AUTUMN, 2018 

FROM OUR PRESIDENT’S DESK 

Greetings Cousins! 

As I write this it is the end of October and our summer reunion in Indianapolis still seems like 

yesterday!  Time is flying by and before we know it we will be gathering again in England in less 

than 12 months and in Seattle in 2020.  After all ... that is what it's all about .. family. 

Speaking of family, I recently had the pleasure and honor of attending my mother's college reunion 

with her and my sister, Jessie.  On the way we stopped at Gettysburg, PA and saw where two of 

our ancestors fought as part of the "New York Line" -- both were in a lot of battles including Bolivar 

Heights, Beverly Ford, Rappahannock Station, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and Mine Run.  If you 

have not visited Gettysburg, I encourage you to do so; the vastness of the multi-day battle is 

striking and it was particularly moving to stand where my ancestors stood.    

As cousins we have a unique perspective; we descend from some of the first families that gave 

birth to our democracy.  They sacrificed, debated, disagreed, and compromised after 

understanding the bigger picture.  Please consider honoring our ancestors by joining us in October 

2019 for the trip to England - imagine how moving and wonderful it will be to see the very spot 

where Stukely and Juliana were married!!  The form is on our website and is easily downloadable; 

you can also see the introductory video greeting from Rev. James Dudley-Smith, Rector of St. 

John's, Yeovil. 

Anyone on our Facebook group has likely seen and enjoyed the teaser photos posted by Cathie 

Westcot as she travels around the Seattle area and the State of Washington with "Stuke" - my 

goodness how Stuke travels!  He gets to see all the cool places in the Pacific Northwest and I look 

forward to meeting him in person in Seattle in 2020!   

Please plan to join us for both upcoming trips! 

In closing, we are reopening the Westcott Online Store with a number of new and returning items 

in time for Holiday shopping.  Many thanks to Cousin Lynn Hulkow for her efforts and oversight of 

this.  We hope you can take advantage of this for some of your gift purchases! 

In a few weeks we will be gathering for our Thanksgiving Celebration - I will be thankful for each 

and every one of you and wish you all the very best as you give thanks with your loved ones. 

Best wishes, 
Louise 
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GENERAL THOMAS WESTCOTT 

When I heard about the burial lot in Westcott, Rhode Island named after “General Thomas 

Westcott of Revolutionary War fame,” I thought it would be great to crow about a Westcott 

cousin who was a heroic Revolutionary War General, one to offset the unfortunate turn of cousin 

Benedict Arnold. What I did learn is that tucked between the family stories and the historical 

record is that Westcott was not a general during the War of Independence (and might not be 

buried in the lot named after him), but Thomas Westcott was a cousin who served often and 

served well. 

The real Thomas Westcott was born on July 16, 1758 in Warwick, Rhode Island to Nathan and 

Mary (Rutenburg) Westcott.  He was the great grandson of Stukely Westcott (Nathan4, Josiah3, 

Jeremiah2, Stukely1).  He married Marcy Arnold on February 4, 1781.  They had eleven children. 

After Marcy died on May 5, 1810, Thomas married Elizabeth Low (May 21, 1777 to April 6, 1858). 

Thomas and Elizabeth did not have children. Thomas died on September 22, 1838 and was buried 

in the Marble Lot in the Nausauket section of Warwick.  His gravestone was later moved four miles 

to the west and placed in the General Thomas Westcott Lot in what is now the village of Westcott 

in West Warwick, R.I. (Whether his remains went with the stone is not known.) All of this is from 

Edna Lewis, The Westcott Family Tree, January 2000.  There is not much more information in The 

Westcott Family Tree about Thomas’ descendants beyond the eleven children. 

 
 

It appears that Thomas spent all or most of his life in Nausauket, a farming and shipping area on 

the Greenwich Bay just to the east of Apponaug Cove. It was also at Nausauket and neighboring 

Old Warwick that Thomas began his military career and rise to General. The family story is picked 

up in a 1984 newspaper article: “General Westcott is the one who gathered the forces to defend 

Nausauket and Old Warwick. This was shortly after Major {sic} William Barton and his men made a 

bold raid on Middletown, captured the British Commander, Gen. Prescott, and took him to 

Warwick. A British attack on Warwick in retaliation was expected, but Westcott and his men were 

prepared and the British decided against it” (Donald D’Amato, “The Rice-Westcott House, 

Warwick’s Historic Homes,” Warwick Beacon, August 7, 1984). 
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Swapping Prisoners 
The article overstates the case. A newspaper article in the 1920s says that Thomas “was with the 

forces” that prepared the defense of Warwick. But first a digression about the capture of this 

General Prescott (as told in Christin Mc Burney, Kidnapping the Enemy, The Special Operations to 

Capture Generals Charles Lee & Richard Prescott, 2014). The story begins in central New Jersey on 

December 12, 1776, when the arrogant and careless General Charles Lee, second in command in 

the Continental Army, left the protection of his army to dine at an inn in Basking Ridge and was 

captured by a British reconnaissance patrol. 

In the meantime, the British Army and their Hessian mercenaries under the command of General 

Richard Prescott, which had begun their occupation of Newport, Rhode Island on December 8, 

1776, were making life miserable for residents everywhere in Narragansett Bay. (Newport is at the 

southern end of Aquidneck Island, which is in the Colonial Period was also referred to as Rhode 

Island.) In July 1777, the equally arrogant and careless General Prescott took up residence with a 

Loyalist family in an isolated spot near the west shore of the island. On July 10, Lt. Col. William 

Barton led a small raiding party that rowed under the cover of darkness from Warwick, past the 

British Navy patrolling the waters around Newport, landed on the west side of the island and 

rudely interrupted General Prescott’s sleep. Barton’s party returned to Warwick undetected with 

the General in his nightgown. 

 
The residents of Warwick were correct to worry about retaliation; there had already been on a 

British raid on Warwick Neck. But those left in command of the British Army were more worried 

about blaming the Royal Navy, making reports to higher-ups, and under a flag of truce, sending 

Prescott his waistcoat and servant. The Colonists also quickly moved Prescott to Providence and 

then to Lebanon, Connecticut, making a rescue mission out of the question. The Americans later 

returned Prescott in exchange for Lee.  
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Decades of Service 
Thomas Westcott was not in the raiding party and there was no General Westcott in the Rhode 

Island muster roll of 1776 and 1777. However, according to his application under the Pension Act 

of 1832 (filed by the War Department under the name “Thomas Westcoot”), Thomas was very 

involved in the defense of Warwick and in dealing with British across the bay. His testimony is 

backed by affidavits from his regimental commander, other soldiers and a clergyman 

(Ancestry.com. U.S., Revolutionary War Pension and Bounty-Land Warrant Application Files, 1800-

1900). 

Thomas Westcott belonged to several militia companies as early as 1775, was part of an artillery 

company formed in 1777 to guard Warwick Neck, took part in a raid to drive the British troops off 

neighboring Prudence Island, and with the Pawtuxet Rangers, took part in the Battle of Rhode 

Island in August 1778. Thomas began his service as an 18-year-old private, but several years later 

was a sergeant in the Pawtuxet Rangers. 

Thomas continued his military service after the British abandoned Newport 1779 and after the 

end of the war. In May 1789, Captain Thomas Westcott took command of a company in the First 

Kent County Regiment. In June 1792, he was the “1st Major” of the regiment and in May 1799, Lt. 

Col. Thomas Westcott was the “Regimental Commandant” (Joseph Jencks Smith, Civil and Military 

Lists of Rhode Island 1647-1800, 1907). The regiment was active during the War of 1812, again 

defending the bay, but things were quiet in Rhode Island during that conflict. 

It was probably during the War of 1812 that Thomas became a general officer. An account of a 

19th century historian indicates that the rank may have been temporary: “Colonel Thomas 

Westcott, a descendant of one of the founders of the town, was a man of some prominence in the 

early part of the century. He was sheriff of Kent county and at one time a general of the militia” 

(J.R. Cole, History of Washington and Kent Counties, 1889). Yes, Thomas Westcott was a general, 

but more importantly he was a cousin who served his country well. 

David Wescott Smith 

SSWADA Historian 

July 21, 2018 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Aitcheson, Jessie Anne                                         Doro, Matthew William  

Carroll, Samih                                                        Doro, Annabelle Patricia  

Carroll, Leticia Maria                                             Doro, Matthew William, Jr. 

Sundermeyer, Ford Westcott                                Stowers, Riley Allen 
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THOMAS HARKEY, SSWDA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

 
 

We congratulate Thomas Jarrott Harkey, our 2016 

Stukely Westcott Descendants Scholarship recipient, 

who received his white coat at the University of 

Arkansas Medical Sciences College of Medicine, on 

August 7, 2018. He is a member of the class of 2022. 

 

This is a special ceremony when the student 

becomes a medical student, and is fully accepted 

into the medical college. It's symbolic of taking the 

next professional step. 
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