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Henry P. Westcott. — Among the earliest manufacturers of Seneca Falls none was more progressive than the sub-
ject of this sketch, Henry P. Westcott. Mr. Westcott was born in Newport, R. I., in 1808, where he learned the sash 
and blind makers' trade and later started in business for himself in Truxton, N. Y., from which place he removed to 
Seneca Falls in 1847. Here, in company with his brother, Edwin J. Westcott, and Hiram Miller, both of Philadel-
phia, he engaged in the manufacture of sash, doors and blinds on an extensive scale. The old cotton factory, a five-
story building, standing on the site of the present Gleason Mills, was occupied for the business and was fitted up 
with machinery invented and made by Mr. Westcott. Almost the entire product of the factory was shipped in hulk 
to Philadelphia where it found a ready market. Previous to this time these goods had been made entirely by hand 
and to him the industrial world is indebted for many improvements in machinery in general use today. The factory 
was destroyed in the fire of 1833, but was soon rebuilt and the business continued under the firm name of West-
cott, Downs & Gould. Retiring from the partnership a few years later he erected the original brick building, now a 
part of the Rumsey & Co. works, in which were produced the first Venetian blinds made by machinery, which he 
invented and put into successful operation. The business was carried on here until the breaking out of the civil war 
when, owing to the greatly advanced cost of materials used, it was found impossible to continue it profitably.

With H. C. Silsby he next embarked in the manufacture of an improved churn and butter pail on which he had 
secured patents, in a well-equipped factory built for the purpose on the site of the old fork factory east of the pres-
ent marble works. On the removal of the business to Belmont, N. Y., in 1868, he sold his interest and in 1872, in 
company with his sons, Charles H. and Frank Westcott, he established the firm of Westcott Brothers, manufactur-
ing a variety of wood specialties.

Here, too, his experience and inventive genius were invaluable in making successful the business which is still car-
ried on by the incorporated Westcott-Jewell Company.

His death, which occurred on Oct. 29, 1896, at the ripe age of 88 years, closed a life of earnest, intelligent work and 
upright citizenship.
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No. 34,082.— Amos Westcott, of Syracuse, N. Y.— Improvement in Churns.— Patent dated January 7, 1862. — 
In addition to ordinary floats or dashers, appliances are used to secure an interchange of the fluid from end to end of 
the box, and to gather the butter to the centre of the churn after it is separated, so as to more perfectly work it, and 
at the same time to force through the fluid, whether milk or cream, while in the form of spray. 
Claim. — First, the employment of the diagonal float-wheels b and b b, in combination with the shaft and dasher 
paddles cc cc, constructed essentially as and lor the purpose described. 
Second, the combination of the diagonal float-wheel b b with the diaphragm, Fig. 3, and chamber. Fig. 4, construct-
ed as and lor the purpose set forth. 
Also, the trough and, in combination with the chamber diagonal float-wheels and dasher paddles described.

No. 34,083.— H. P. Westcott, of Seneca Falls, N. Y.— Improvement in Panelling Machines. — Patent dated Janu-
ary 7, 1862. — This machine is designed for working the tenon or tongue on panels having a raised surface, and is 
also adapted to rabbeting and matching and grooving on various kinds of work and stuffs. 
Claim. — The combined arrangement of the spring pressure guide L, constructed and operating as described, the 
stationary guide B, and separately adjustable disks or cutter heads T> D, substantially as and for the purposes speci-
fied. 
Also, the construction and arrangement of the cutters gg with the round axle shanks m m, projecting at right angles 
from the planes of the cutter's motion, and fitting into sockets of the disks or cutter heads D D, in positions parallel 
with the axis of the said disks, thus producing the angular and axle adjustments thereof, substantially as and for the 
purposes specified.
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Ad for Henry Westcott’s Adjustable Dash Churn 
that ran in multiple issues of the 

Cultivator and Country Gentleman in 1867
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=njp.32101050599883&view=1up&seq=9

H. P. WESTCOTT'S ADJUSTABLE DASH CHURN. 
First Patented Aug. 1863. Improvements Patented 

April, 1865, and Nov., 1866.
This Churn is now regarded by all the Agriculturists and Dairymen of the country, who have had an opportunity to 
examine it, as the best churn yet offered to the public —embracing as it does the principle of the old Dash Churn, 
adding thereto important improvements to SECURE THE VERY BEST QUALITY, and THE LARGEST QUAN-
TITY OF BUTTER WITH THE LEAST LABOR. The last improvement is in the shape of the barrel, also the 
substitution of a flat steel Spring, (which is perfectly reliable,) to raise the Dasher; adjusting the upper dasher outside 
the Churn, above the Lever, by means of a malleable slide or clasp, and thumb screw. We make five sizes of these 
Churns, (ranging from five in thirty gallons,) in the best manner and of the very best quality of White Oak. Retail 
price - No. 1, (30 gal.,) $16; No. 2 (¾ bbl.,) $14; No. 3 (½ bbl.,) $12; No. 4, (¼ bbl.,) $10; No. 5, (1-5 bbl.,) $8 
H. P. WESTCOTT, Supt. 
Seneca Falls Churn Manufacturing Co., 
May 23—4t. Seneca Falls, N. Y. 
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